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The summer rolls on. Since the last Newsletter Denise’s trip to the Isles of
Scilly has taken place with some brilliant dives (see report and piccys). The
summer BBQ was held last month with quite a good turn out of members and
their families enjoying the long summer evenings.

On the diving front we tried to run a trip to The Rez (a covered
reservoir only 2mtrs deep!) but with a minimum amount of divers needed and
summer holiday season in full flood we had to postpone until later in the year.

One thing that is taking place is the Farne Islands trip at the end of the
month and the list for the Anglesey weekend is filling fast.

The dark nights will be with us once again by the time the next
Newsletter is published and so we are looking at running a series of Re-
breather try dives in the pool at Copley. Details included.

Talking of dark nights the best way to add some sparkle to the
greyness of winter is to get your selves down to the branch Christmas party.
See below for details.

Don't forget for up to date information on what is taking place within
the branch visit

www.stalybridgescubadiving.co.uk or www.chaumontdiveclub.co.uk

Congratulations!

To Simon and Jenny Capp on the safe arrival of
Annabelle — well done Mum! A membership form is already in the post.



Dive Trips

25th — 26th September
Anglesey

Open to all grades this is an ideal opportunity to dive off RIB’s if you have not
done so before. A £20 non-refundable deposit is needed when you reserve a
place. Further details from Gary Clayton 01457 871709/07774 281827.

Rebreather Try Dives

Once upon a time. Not so long ago. In the dark and not
so distant past ‘Boxes’ of Evil Darkness’ appeared and people feared them.
Stories were told of how men (mostly) tamed the beasts within the ‘Boxes’
and used them to their own advantage. But still people, through innocent
ignorance, feared them and rumours spread of the ‘Boxes of Death’

A bit farfetched | know but rebreathers seem have a name for
themselves. To reverse this image and try to educate we are running a series
of Rebreather Try Dives in the pool at Copley. The two units available are.
The classic ‘Yellow Box’ Inspiration Closed Circuit Rebreather and the Drager
Semi Closed Circuit Rebreather.

There will be a presentation in the lecture room at 1930 explaining the
history of the rebreathers, how the two units function and the difference
between the two and then how to fit the units and carryout pre dive checks.
After that it will be down to the pool at 2030 for a bubble free—ish dive to
check out what it is like to dive a rebreather.

We will probably have to run the try dives over a number of Mondays but the
presentation will only take place once. If you are interested please call Gary
Clayton 01457 871709/07774 281827 to reserve a place. The presentation
will take place on Monday 20" September with the try dives taking place on
that date and also Monday 18" October.

There will be a small charge of £5.00 to cover the cost of the consumables on
the units.

Social Events

2010 Christmas Party

11" December

This year we thought that we would have something a little un-traditional.
Something that would make a Christmas party just that little bit different.
Something that you can bring friends to with ‘food a plenty’ so that you can pig
out...... literally.

This year for the first time the branch is holding a ‘Christmas Hog
Roast.’

But this is no ordinary bit of roast pork. It is a whole free range Hog that
is spit slow roasted for up to 6 hours before being expertly carved and plated



before your eyes. Served with mouth watering ‘crackling’ a selection of
salads, roast potatoes, seasonal stuffing, bread rolls and condiments. It is a
seasonal feast in its own right!

The venue will be the Greenfield Tennis Club and as there is limited
room capacity (this is a joint event with members of the tennis club) this will
be a ticket only event — once they are sold there will be no more.  Demand
is going to be high so in the next issue of the newsletter there will be included
a number of tickets. Purchase the ones you need and return the rest with your
cheque. If you need more we can reserve a limited number for a short period
for the cheque to arrive. The ticket price is £12.50

If you are not a meat eater or Hog is not to your taste a Salmon or
totally meat free option is available (please call and let us know if you would
like these options)

Aside from the Hog Roast there will be a late bar with cheap prices, a
guest cask ale and entertainment will be provided by a D.J.

For further details, ticket requests prior to the next newsletter contact
Denise on 01457 872197/07803169374.

Bonfire Weekend
5" and 6™ November

For the last couple of years Mark and Kate Lucas have taken it on
themselves, with the help of fellow pyromaniacs, to make the local Holyhead
council bonfire and firework display look pretty lame. Not for them the usual
box of Standard fireworks this display is something to be seen.....probably
from Mars! This year they aim to do the same again.

Staying in the self catering/bunk house accommodation at Outdoor
Alternative close to Roscolyhn on Holy Island. The weekend is a good family
social get together with the added bonus of bonfire night and the firework
extravaganza.

For costs/catering arrangements/further details contact Mark and Kate
on 0161 366 5612/07890556931



Isles of Scilly Report

Diving Somewhere Superbly Excellent!

On leaving the boat for the last time Denise had one final word with Dave the
skipper to confirm the date for the Scilly’s trip.... June 9™ 2012! Even though
we had just completed a week’s diving around the islands to get your chosen
week you have to book early, and even on this occasion the first choice was
already reserved. Such is the demand for the three permanent dive boats
operating in the Isles of Scilly.

The Isles of Scilly lie twenty eight miles west of Lands End in the western
approaches to the English Channel and are reached either by aircraft from a
few regional airports, helicopter from Penzance or boat also departing from
Penzance. We chose the latter because as divers we don't tend to travel light.

To describe the diving around the Islands would take more space than | have
here. But to try to paint a picture imagine a series of islands that are swept
with fierce currents blessed with clean Atlantic water with the influences of the
warm Gulf Stream still present. Then add to this ship wrecks from centuries
past, ‘friendly’ marine mammals and rock faces covered with every colour of
the rainbow and you may get a very vague idea of what the Scillies hold in
store

Our diving week began on Sunday morning following our Saturday sailing and
walking through the quiet near deserted streets of Hugh Town on St Mary's at
8.30 gave some idea what it would have been like many years ago before
tourism became an important income stream to the Island communities.



Down at the harbour we quickly loaded the kit onto our boat for the week,
claimed a bit of ‘personal’ space on deck and assembled the equipment. The
sun was out, the winds were light and things got even better when told that we
were to dive the Cita.

The Cita is a recent addition to the islands wrecks. A modern freighter
of 3900 tons she was on her way from Southampton to Belfast on the 26™
March 1997 and for whatever reasons the Master went below and left the
Chief Engineer at the helm who proceeded to turn off the navigation
equipment with the result that she is now a permanent fixture on the east side
of St Mary’s. Described locally as the ‘Whiskey Galore’ wreck (in reference to
the film made about the SS Politician which now lies near South Uist,
Scotland and provided the locals with all sorts of goodies — whiskey among
them) she is now broken into three sections.

The bow is in the least amount of water, the inverted bridge section is
in 31mtrs with the stern at a max of 38-40mtrs. On our last visit to the Scillies
we dived the bow and that is where the shot was located this time.
Unfortunately due to kit issues we didn’t make it down to the wreck but the
rest of the group reported poor viz. As it turned out we dived the Cita on the
last day in much improved viz and spent a good 45 minutes swimming around
the bridge and stern sections, with its large prop (minus the tips of its blades)
and the rudder. Rounding the vertical stern it was interesting to see how the
anti fouling paint on the hull is still doing its job after 13 years as no life has
been able to colonise certain areas.

We also explored other wrecks and wreck sites that are not so modern.

HMS Colossus. Which went ashore
on 10™ December 1798 whilst
travelling home to England.

Having been in heavy service in
the Mediterranean she was in a poor
state of repair and when a gale came
out of the south east the anchor
cable parted and she ran on to a reef
called Southward Well where she
broke up.

Today she is a wreck site with
cannon concreted in the seabed,
copper hull pins lying around (she is a protected site so looking but not taking
is the way to dive this site) and remains of the wooden hull visible through the
sandy bottom. Laminated booklets are available to take under water to put
some sense into what the diver is looking at.

HMS Firebrand which with other ships of Sir Cloudesley Shovell's
fleet HMS Association, HMS Eagle and HMS Rommney sank on 22 October
1707 the total loss of life from these wrecks was estimated to be around 2000
souls. Again she is a wreck site with cannon and anchors the most prominent
features.

Plympton and Hathor are two wrecks. The Plympton a 2,869 ton
steamer ran onto Lethegus Reef in fog on 14™ August 1909 to be joined on
the 2" December 1920 when another steamer, the Hathor, hit the same reef




and sank across the Plympton. Today these two ships give a great dive in
varying depths with the associated machinery of two steamers scattered
around.

Another steamer to fall victim to the fog was the 2,126 ton King
Cadwallon which hit the reef known as Hard Lewis and sank on the 22" July
1906. Today her deepest part is the stern in about 45 mtrs, with the majority
of her remains in 25mtrs

Diving in the Scillies is not all about wreckage. The local wild and marine life
can be exceptional, from boisterous seals that feel the need to examine every
part of your legs, arms and equipment which, at first is quite amusing, then
they decide to check out the fingers clad in their neoprene protection which
then brings home the fact that they are wild animals as that cute smile reveals
an awesome set of sharp fish catching teeth, to the appearance of a ‘fried
egg’ nubibranch which had our skipper donning his kit sharp-ish and
disappearing over the side of the boat camera in hand.

With possibly a few exceptions the amount of colour that goes on
beneath those waves is truly astonishing. Why the creatures display such
vibrant shades when the water filters out light and the only thing that may
‘see’ them are their neighbours (ever seen Jewel Anemone or a Devonshire
Cup Coral with a Kowalski?) is beyond me but I'm glad they do.

Above water the islands are rightly described as ‘a sub-tropical paradise’
below they should be called a ‘sub-aqua paradise’



And Finally

Thanks to Denise for organising the Isle of Scilly trip, and to Mark for
supplying the twenty plus pictures for the article.

In the next issue there will be a report on both the Farnes and Anglesey trips.
And as the year draws to its end there is the branch Annual General Meeting
in December where members are invited to place themselves forward for

election onto the branch committee for 2011.

You will receive either by email or post your notification of the AGM and
also a nomination slip of those who are willing to run the branch in 2011.

As usual, if your contact details are changing and you wish to be kept in touch

please contact Marie Arrowsmith 0161 368 2467/07768393750

Hope to see you soon

The Chaumont Committee



